
MULB 1808, Jazz Lab Band 
 
General Information 
Class Time – Mon through Thur 3:00 to 3:50  
Professor: Richard DeRosa 
Richard.DeRosa@unt.edu 
 
Prerequisites: placement by audition 
 
Course description: The ensemble name is the Three O’Clock Lab Band. It is a 
big band or large jazz ensemble. 
 
The band members learn how to perform as a cohesive unit via four rehearsals 
each week and two performances at the on-campus club, The Syndicate. Other 
performances may be added as opportunities arise.  
 
Concepts of Learning: 
 

1) Sight-reading 
2) Ensemble precision  
3) Tone, blend, and intonation 
4) Interpretation with regard to style. This includes articulation, time feel, and 

groove (rhythmic subdivision within beats and bars). 
5) Improvisation within the context of an arrangement.  

 
Students learn how to create a meaningful and expressive performance using 
musical aspects that transcend the written music page.  
 
After a new piece is passed out, band members are expected to prepare the 
music independently prior to the next scheduled rehearsal. This pertains to 
technically challenging passages, analysis of harmony in preparation for solo 
improvisation. The rehearsals are to address issues within the instrumental 
sections and the ensemble as a whole.   
 
Literature 
 
The band will perform classic big band pieces and newer pieces. The 
programming will encompass a broad spectrum of styles and moods. Some 
pieces will feature a vocalist.  
 
Professionalism 
 
The ensemble will embrace all aspects of professional protocol: 

1) On time arrival for rehearsals and performances. 



2) Cooperative and attentive behavior. 
3) Notification of absence and providing a capable substitute player to cover 

the instrumental part.  
4) Adherence to the designated dress code for performances. 
5) Proper care for music manuscript and the music folder.  

 
 
Attendance policy 
 
Only an excused absence is acceptable (tour, sickness, academic conflict, other 
extenuating circumstances such as an unforeseen accident). Please do not show 
up to class with a communicable illness (including colds). The preferred method 
of notification is via e-mail. Please notify ASAP.  With any anticipated absence, it 
is expected that the absent student will provide a substitute player who will also 
have the music.  
 
Assessment 
The semester grade is based on performance production in all of its facets. 
Attitude and effective participation are also considered. 
 
 
Compliance with Federal Statutes: 
The College of Music complies with "The Americans With Disabilities Act", in 
making reasonable accommodations for qualified students with disability. If you 
have an established disability as defined in this act and would like to request 
accommodations, please see me as soon as possible. 
 
 


